
by 4, 1949. 

Dr. B.D.DM.s, 
411 B. 69 St., 
l&w York 23.3 IZ*Y. 

Dear Bernie: 

Our intersat in Ma matter Aa only incidental, ao ple~o make any uea 
that you uan of any Worariitjlon or suggestions that you may bve gotten from 
us. Xt ia vary unlikely tit we will publish our findings on S%-38, except 
possibly FneidentaUy to a d-ription of genef& reaulta in S. typhimarrium. 
So plecrse feel free to say whatever you think is justified, CulB make only 
thorre cwedfte that you think arg necessary (none would probably be beat&). 

There haa been so mch trouble with reverrion in 34-38, aa you will doubtlerr 
find, that I can't be czertaln of the waning of the different ~qxxx~es. I do 
thihk that phenol, aytrlohsxanol, ratechol, hydroquine WON a&loo, and rosorcinol 
an;;! that ravxcinol qd enqhthc& agrerid benzoiits /onm/ were not. We eon- 
centrated on cyolohe~ol and suaatied ti conrrlnting ours8lw8 that itwaa 
activebyusingl~tednun&ersr of calls lnoculatsd into agElrwlthvarioulr 
supplements, but the kesulta were still t&o vague for t&m to be mch point 
in publi&.ng theme. The resulti prove nothing, wd they point to cryalohexyl 
compounds harcUymorsforoeful.ly than papelLche&.strydoea.On this tack, 
Snell suggested t&t a cyclic aondensmtion of triacetic ~53, ccmparablr 
to the aoyl condensations by w&h it is itself a3ynthesised, wculd give the 
k&o-fora of phloz~gl~inol; we haven't tried this, however1 

I appreciate your offer of the vicious stocks u& ahsmiadls, but I: really 
don't think at we have any mutants or idaas that could add to the solution 
of tha problem, and there ia n&Wag that we could do with them that you 
couldn*t do muah bettcer. 

I think tit I've already expressed my doubts a8 to the abaroluta rellesbility 
of biochemical mtanta in proving biochemical pathways, and there apply pm 
titularly to the s%mpla phenol meponses. Further, even quite valid eynthetic 
responses do not prove that the pathway we e,st&U.uh ier the normal ssc~uencs; 
they merely show that the organism lpap be competent to go along it. I atill 
thhk that the mst Faportaat lead in aomat5.c aynthtiis la a note by Jesiert@ 
4 Bred, Ada Halv Phyeiol Pharm 4:395-&O (1946) cm a bacterial c-haxanacarboxykie 
dehydrogenaee. Have you Been this? 

sinuerely, 


